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   The annual general membership meeting was held on January 17th 

at the South Valleys Library.  There was excellent attendance with a 

number of soon to become members.  Scott Meddaugh presided over 

the meeting and began with a video presentation reviewing all of 

P4Lõs activities for the year.  (Boy were we busy!) 

   The board was asked to publish a list of facilities that we visit and 

to create a contact list similar to what was produced last year.  (Each 

member will be contacted as to the choice of being included on this 

list or not.)  

   During the past year the board agreed to rent a storage facility to 

keep the PFL banner, table, chairs, and other assets in one place 

(instead of keeping track of which member has what).  They also 

spent approximately $3,000 on computer/projection equipment last 

year.  This equipment can be borrowed by the membership to be used 

in board approved activities (see Karen Benoit for specifics).  

    During the meeting a motion was approved to promote a partner-

ship with H&R Block who will give PFL $25 for each tax return that 

is prepared or referred when mention PFL.  It was also discussed and 

encouraged to promote additional affiliations with Microsoft and Pet 

Chef.  Microsoft contributions during their giving campaign in Nov. 

2008 were approximately $13k.  

   The biggest change the membership agreed to is that the Facilities 

Manager will no longer be a board position and that all board posi-

tions will be elected for a two year term  Each year only half the 

board will be elected so that some continuity can continue from year to year.  In 

even numbered years the President; Secretary, and Treasurer would begin their 

two year term and in odd numbered years the Vice -President,  Member at Large, 

and Membership Chair would start their terms.  

   In looking over whoõs been elected youõll see that Scott Meddaugh, Karen Be-

noit, and Sue Hall are returning.  Rachel Fletcher, Lori Zamyslicky, and Sally 

Seeley are beginning their two year terms this year.  Next year weõll elect a new 

President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  

   During the meeting spontaneous raffle prizes were awarded to random members 

in attendance and awards were presented for years of service.  

2009 PFL Board :  Sally Seeley, 

Membership Chair;   Rachel Fletcher 

& Morph, Vice President; Karen Be-

noit (two years running), Secretary; 

Sue Hall, Treasurer (three years 

running); Lori Zamyslicky, Member 

at Large.  The tall dude in the back: 

Scott Meddaugh our President (two 

years running).  
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Owners may have difficulty understanding their 
dogs.  On the other hand, dogs have no trouble at all 

understanding their owners.  
Stephen Baker, Games Dogs Play  
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Presidentõs 

Message  
by Scott Meddaugh  

The fair will return to Idlewild 

Park on Saturday, April 25, 2009 

from 10:00 -4:00.  The fair will be 

celebrating itõs sixth year and fo-

cusing on six themes: parent in-

volvement; reading and media lit-

eracy; hobbies and recreation; 

math and science; arts and culture; 

and health and fitness.  Last year 

the fair drew a crowd of more than 

Tune Into Kids  
by  Karen Hanks  

Can you believe it is 2009 al-

ready?  It is a great time to reflect 

on all that was accomplished this 

last year and what we desire to 

achieve in the next year.   

Many of you have continued to do 

great daily work at your chosen 

facility and in support of our read-

ing programs.  The demand for our 

services has never been higher.  

YOUR  great work is making the 

difference.  In addition, our public 

outreach and improved phone sup-

port has made us more accessible 

than ever creating additional re-

quests from various schools and 

facilities.  

I want to take a moment to wel-

come in the new 2009 Board of Di-

rectors and thank the 2008 Board, 

and those who had support roles, 

for all they have done and continue 

to do behind the scenes.  As I men-

tioned at the annual meeting, we 

have a much stronger communica-

tion process, more members ac-

tively involved in the organization, 

better planning, increased assets  

such as computer equipment and 

storage which help us do our jobs, 

and our finances are well out of the 

red giving us new opportunities in 

the years ahead.  Iõm very excited 

to continue this work with the new 

BOD that you have elected.   

One of the first things we will be 

looking to address is roles and re-

sponsibilities.  We are reviewing 

and ensuring that each Board 

Member has clear accountabilities 

and guidelines that help each of us 

do our jobs and connect with other 

support roles.   

Driving better connection with 

new members is something that I 

feel to be very important and also 

an opportunity for improvement.  

Sally Seeley, Membership Chair, is 

already driving a pilot program for 

both New Members and our more 

experienced members alike as a 

starting point.  This forum allows 

us to help with facility placement, 

share experiences, or ask each 

other questions around something 

challenging we have faced in our 

pet therapy work.   

We are also looking forward to 

the summer when we get heavy 

into the òEventsó season.  Lori Za-

myslicky, Member at Large, will be 

responsible for over -site of our 

2009 Events Plan and has some 

great input from last year.  How-

ever, she will need your help for 

event coverage. Usually these ac-

tivities are quite simple and fun.  

Donõt worry if you have family va-

cation or other obligations which 

conflict.  There are many opportu-

nities throughout the year.  

You may have heard buzz from 

the Annual Meeting around Paws 

for Love Shirts!  It is true!  We now 

have P4L Polo shirts available to 

members who participate in organ-

izational events (non social).  This 

is intended to create spontaneous  

recognition in public and present 

the membership as a unified team. 

(Weõre also saying òThanksó!)  In 

addition to the free Polo Shirt, 

there will be an opportunity to 

purchase a 2nd more expensive 

Oxford option, which I know a 

number of you prefer.  To the ex-

tent you can identify early your 

intended participation to Lori or 

the event coordinator we can en-

sure we have one shirt or both 

available for you at the event!  

As a team we have targeted to 

hold the Board of Directors Meet-

ing the 3rd Tuesday of each month 

(subject to change).   If you would 

like to get something on our 

agenda just let us know a  week in 

advance.  As always, we love your 

feedback and input as it is what 

drives our investments and direc-

tion as an organization.  I have 

asked the board and I would ask 

each of you to consider in your pro-

posals/requests that we maintain 

clear linkage with our mission of 

pet therapy work and promotion of 

responsible pet ownership.  

Thanks for all you do!  I look for-

ward to seeing and hearing from 

each and everyone one of you. 

Happy Tails!  

Scott Meddaugh  
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12,000 parents and children.  

PFLõs participation will focus 

on promoting our PTR program 

in the libraries as we did last 

year.  More specific information 

will be sent to the membership at 

the day gets closer SO BE SURE 

TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH.  

   Dogs are better than human 

beings because they know but 

donõt tell...Emily Dickinson 
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Lois & Larry Mikawa  Lilly  
Laurie Newmark   Ari  

98% of all dogs wonõt eat it.ó 

True information about the mulch 

can be found here - www.snopes. 

com/critters/crusader/cocoa.htm.   

This site gives the following infor-

mation: Cocoa Mulch, which is sold 

at Home Depot, Foremanõs Garden 

Supply and other Garden supply 

stores, contains a lethal ingredient 

called òTheobromineó.  It is lethal 

to dogs and  cats.  It smells like 

chocolate and it really attracts 

dogs.  They will ingest this stuff 

and die.   

Just a word of caution, check 

what you are using in your gardens 

and be aware of what your garden-

ers are using in your gardens.  

Theobromine is the ingredient 

that is used to make all chocolate 

especially dark or bakerõs chocolate 

which is toxic to dogs.  Cocoa bean 

shells contain potentially toxic 

quantities of theobromine, a xan-

thine compound similar in effects 

to caffeine and theophylline.  A dog 

that ingested a lethal quantity of 

garden mulch made from cacao 

bean shells developed sever convul-

sions and died 17 hours later.  

Analysis of the stomach contents 

and the ingested cocoa bean shells 

revealed the presence of lethal 

amounts of theobromine.  

If youõd like to request accurate 

information about this product be 

posted on the packing please email 

the manufacturer at michellemes-

sick@hersheys.com. 

(Reprinting suggested by Ruth 

Hagan.)  

The owner of two young lab mixes 

purchased Cocoa Mulch from Tar-

get to use in their garden  They 

loved the way it smelled and it was 

advertised to keep cats away.  Ca-

lypso ate a large helping and vom-

ited a few times as was normal for 

this dog when it ate something 

new.  The next morning halfway 

thru their walk the dog had a sei-

zure and died instantly.  

The mulch had NO  warning 

printed on the label.  Further in-

vestigation on the companyõs web-

site provided information that this 

product is HIGHLY  toxic to dogs. 

Cocoa Mulch is manufactured by 

Hersheyõs, and they claim òit is 

true that studies have shown that 

50% of the dogs that eat Cocoa 

Mulch can suffer physical harm to 

a variety of degrees (depending on 

each individual dog).  However, 

Info on Mulch  

breathing, hyperventilation, shock 

and even death.  

"Typically, these severe effects de-

velop from very large ingestions of 

plant material, more likely to occur 

with grazing animals such as horses 

or other livestock," says the 

ASPCA's Dana Farbman, CVT. "The 

consumption of a few segments of 

citrus fruit, an apple or two, or a 

few cherries would usually not be 

expected to cause serious problems 

beyond perhaps minor stomach up-

set. However, it is important for ani-

mal owners to be aware of the po-

Cherries and lemons and apples, 

oh my! While spring and summer 

fruits are good for you, certain parts 

of these seasonal offerings can be 

potentially irritating ñand in some 

situations, occasionally toxic ñto 

companion animals.  

According to our experts at the 

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Cen-

ter (APCC), the peels, fruit and 

seeds of citrus plants such as lem-

ons, oranges, limes and grapefruits 

contain varying amounts of citric 

acid, limonene and volatile oils that 

can cause gastrointestinal irritation 

and result in vomiting and diarrhea. 

As for apples, cherries, peaches and 

apricots, their stems, leaves and 

seeds contain cyanogenic glycosides 

that have the potential to cause 

vomiting and loss of appetite ñand 

in severe cases, weakness, difficulty 

Seasonal  
Produce can 

Harm your Pets  
Reproduced from the  

ASPC Newsletter  

tential for problems that these 

fruit trees can produce."  

As a companion animal owner, 

it's always a good idea to become 

familiar with different types of 

plants in and around the home ñ

and make sure that potentially 

poisonous species are not accessi-

ble to your pets. For lists of both 

safe and potentially toxic plants, 

please visit the ASPCA Animal 

Poison Control Center  online.  

(Reprinting suggested by Zahara 

Anise.)  

I would like to thank 

all the members of 

PFL who expressed 

their caring thoughts 

for me and Ari during 

his illness.  It is still 

very lonesome with-

out him, but  I really 

thank everyone for 

their kindness, good 

thoughts and warm 

wishes.  Thanks 

again, Love Laurie  

http://www.aspca.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pro_apcc
http://www.aspca.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pro_apcc
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Paws to Read  
Schedule  

South Valleys  

Sat. 11:30-1:00 

775-851-5190 

Spanish Springs  

Sat. 11:30-1:00 

775-424-1800 

Northwes t  

Sat. 11:30-1:00 

775-787-4100 

Judy Somers  

852-2326 
jseskimo2@ 

sbcglobal.net  

Susan Landrith  

425-1751 

landlsjj@ 

charter.net  

Karen Hanks  

787-8962 
hanks.karen@ 

att.net  

April 11  April 11  April 11  

May 9  May 9  May 9  

June 13 No Summer  June 13 

July 11  Program  July 11  

August 8   August 8  

Sierra View  

North Valleys  

Sparks  

Sat. 12-1:30 

775-352-3200 

Verdi  

Sat.  10:30-11:30 

775-345-8104 

 Lee Groden 

354-0463 
leegroden@ 

sbcglobal.net  

Terry Parker  

345-0344 

newfm23@ 

yahoo.com 

Subject to  April 11  April 11  

Participants  May 9  May 9  

 June 13 June 13 

 July 11  July 11  

 August 8  August 8  

Are you a new member and donõt know where to start? 

Havenõt met anyone yet?    

Are you looking for a buddy to visit with?  

An established member willing to be a mentor?   

Did an òincidentó occur and you need a sounding board?  

Had a great experience and want to share it with some-

one? 

Paws for Love is having a monthly forum to answer these 

questions and more.   But you donõt  need to be a new mem-

ber to attend.  Our forums will provide an opportunity to 

get know each other, allow our dogs (and rabbit) to get ac-

quainted and exchange information and ideas.   Hope to see 

you and your four legged team member there!  

 

South Valleys Library  

2nd Saturday of each month  

10:30-11:30 

(right before Paws to Read ) 

Call Sally Seeley with questions:   

853-4951 H or 250 -8964 C 

New PFL Forum  
by Sally Seeley  

   My dog is worried about the economy because 
Alpo is up to  $3.00 a can.  

   That's  almost $21.00 in dog money.  
Joe  Weinstein 

Judy and I have enjoyed our re-

cent visits to the libraries and 

meeting with the Paws to Read 

teams. 

As of this newsletter publication, 

the librarians have yet to hear just 

what the final budget will allow for 

programs, hours, personnel, etc.   

However, we were told that 

Paws to Read will be able to 

continue  through the summer 

months.   

Paws to Read 
Update  

by Sue Buckmaster  

After obtaining a current list of 

Paws to Read participants,  it ap-

pears there is a need to strengthen 

this program.  MEMBERS, if you 

have an interest in working with 

children in a library setting, 

PLEASE consider assisting us by 

responding to either Judy Somers 

jseskimo2@sbcglobal.net, or Sue 

B u c k m a s t e r  a t 

waltsue62@charter.net , or call 851 -

4555.  We would be more than glad 

to have you come along with one of 

us, should you feel more comfort-

able being with a member and ob-

serving or working together.  

TEAMS ARE NEEDED at the 

Sparks Library, North Valley Li-

brary and at the Old Town Mall 

(Sierra View) Library.  We would 

like to see at least two teams visit-

ing on PTR Saturdays at each li-

brary beginning in May.  

Duncan Traner has been discon-

tinued for  the time being, and 

Spanish Springs will not be meet-

ing this summer.  

This is an amazing program that 

enhances and excites childrenõs 

desire to read.  

Letõs promote literacy with a real 

effort in the months ahead by 

building 

the Paws 

to Read 

Program.  

http://us.mc1800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jseskimo2@sbcglobal.net
http://us.mc1800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=waltsue62@charter.net


The Family Shelter Loves PFL  

The supervisor for the Family Shelter, Dorie, reports that the PFL teams 

visiting are often the brightest spot in the days of the families living there. 

 Often beloved pets are left behind as their living situations change.   Our 

teams bring lots of smiles to the Third Floor.  The current schedule needs 

teams on Tuesdays, 2:30 -4:30.  Littlest ones during the first hour and 

school-age after 3:30.  Please commit to the same Tuesday each month, so we have teams each week.  If you'd 

like to get involved, contact Ruth Hagan,  email: 2therapydogs@charter.net .  

Special Request  
I am a special ed teacher at Lenz Elementary and would be interested in having my students read to your 

dogs.  I did a program like this in Incline and it was motivating to the kids.  I would like to try with 2nd grad-

ers.  I have them Tues., Wed., and Thurs. at 10:30 to 11:45.   

Thanks, Robin Kauffmann  

rkauffmann@washoe.k12.nv.us  

 

Joan Thurlby & Shen 

have been at Marvin 

Piccolo School, Life 

Care Center & will 

join others at So Val-

leys Library for P2R 

in April. Carmen 

Mackey and Ally are 

pending members, 

they have visited Life 

Care Center & plan 

to work in the long -term care center with Re-

nown and St. Mary's.   If you see them, please 

give them encouragement to join our happy 

group 

New members 

pictured at the 

Family Shelter 

are: Gary Grant 

and Lucy who 

have also vis-

ited West Hills 

(where Lucy 

was sung to by 

a patient), Life Care Center, Marvin Piccolo 

School, and regularly participates in P2R at So. 

Valleys.  

Sherry Jeurrison and Valley are regulars at the VA 

Hospital and have participated in special reading 

events at Grace Warner Elementary.  She travels the 

farthest, from the way north side almost on the Cali-

fornia line and we REALLY appreciate it.  

Chris Johnson & Blossom (2009) actively vis-

iting nursing/retirement homes including Life 

Care & Sky Peaks, Reading Week @ Lenz Ele-

mentary, West Hills & P2R @ So Valleys, just 

to name a few. Blossom does a variety of 

tricks and sings solo & back -up for Gus, the 

singing weenie.  
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New Members  
by Ruth Hagan  

Facilities 
Request  

by Ruth Hagan  

Blossom & Morph 
Who says dogs and bunnies 

donõt get  along? 

If you would like to socialize 

your dog with Morph (our ther-

apy bunny) Rachael & Morph 

can be found at the South Val-

leyõs Library on PTR days. 

When one dog 
barks at a 

shadow, a hun-
dred will bark 

at the 

sound...Chinese 
Proverb 

http://us.mc1800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=2therapydogs@charter.net


A GREAT BIG THANK  YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!!  
PFL has created partnerships with different companies who promote our strategy to diversify our donation 

sources as well as create a broader ecosystem of support.  We want to thank those sponsors! Anything you 

can do to support them is greatly appreciated!   

Pet Chef Express  - www.petchefreno.com  

Their new Referral Program will provide 10% of all total sales to Paws for Love for 

those purchases that include the name of the referral party. Call 827-2021, email 

Walt@petchefreno.com, order on line at www.petchefreno.com, or stop by the shop at 

8545 Double R Blvd., #102, M-F from 9-5:30 pm, Sat. 10 - 4 pm. You'll find premium 

quality, nutritious, high protein and specialized dog food formulas, Evanger's canned 

food, homemade biscuits and pastries, all-natural/healthy treats, supplements and supplies.  Free Home De-

livery service is included with orders of $20 or more.  Family owned and operated by Walt & Sue Buckmas-

ter, and Casey, the Paws to Read Therapy Dog, with the soft, velvet smooth ears! 

H&R Block - hrblock.com   

This referral program will provide Paws for Love $25 for each new client who has their taxes prepared by 

H&R Block.  You can feel good knowing you helped P4L and received exceptional tax preparation service. 

Microsoft Licensing G.P. -  

This company donates thousands annually to Paws through their giving campaigns, software donation, and 

employee time match programs.   
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15-60, it provided an opportunity to 

personally invite many to our Paws 

to Read in the libraries programs.  

This activity also proved that size 

doesnõt matter, as Rudy, the weenie, 

one of our little guys, had a group of 

60!  He took the petting (small 

groups of 4) in small stride. A special 

thanks to Rudy & his teammate, 

Dana for standing in at Lenz when 

Judy Somers & Rosie were sick.  

Teams received a personal copy of 

May I Pet Your Dog? by Calmenson, 

courtesy of the PFL Board of Direc-

tors.  Schools also received a copy of 

Adventures of Sheila, the Therapy 

Reading Week  
by Ruth Hagan  

Elizabeth Lenz, Grace Warner, and 

Westergard Elementary Schools re-

quested P2R teams for their reading 

week activities.  As usual, teams 

stepped up in a big way and the li-

brarians and teachers had all the 

support they needed to provide a fun 

reading activity for the students.  

With groups ranging in 

size from 

Dog for their libraries.  Thanks to 

the following teams for their partici-

pation:  

Elizabeth Lenz  

Chris Johnson & Blossom  

Ruth Hagan & Rosie  

Dana DeShazer & Rudy  

Melinda Gustin & Ladybird  

Gary Grant & Lucy  

Grace Warner Elementary  

Sherry Jeurissen & Valley  

Dana DeShazer & Rudy   

Gary Grant & Lucy  

Westergard  

Karen Hanks & Bud  

He is your friend, your part-
ner, your defender, your dog.  
You are his life, his love, his 

leader.  He will be yours, faith-
ful and true, to the best of  his 
heart  You owe it to him to be 

worthy of  such devo-
tion...Unknown 

http://www.petchefreno.com/
http://us.mc1800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Walt@petchefreno.com
http://www.petchefreno.com
http://hrblock.com/

